
 1 

National Reining Horse Association 
Minutes of the Officers and Executive Committee Conference Call 

NRHA Office 
Oklahoma City, OK 

March 17, 2009 
 
 
Approved April 2, 2009 
 
Present: President, Rick Weaver; Vice President, Allen Mitchels; Elected Board 
Members K it Cosper, Mike Hancock, Greg Hill, Beth Himes and Dale Lopp. 
 
Not Present: Mark Schols. 
 
Staff: Executive Director, Dan Wall; Executive Assistant, Katie Wagner. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
President Weaver called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m. on March 17, 2009, roll was 
called and a quorum was announced.   
 
BOARD MEMBER REQUEST 
 
Discussion was held regarding an e-mail from Judy Caton to the Executive Committee 
regarding her concerns about the Executive Committee minutes from the 2009 
Convention as well as agenda items for the April 2009 Board of Directors meeting, 
including the 2009 NAA board seats.  Kit Cosper and Dale Lopp both noted the 
Executive Committee was in no way trying to hide anything from the Board of Directors.  
Allen Mitchels added that the NRHA bylaws are not meant to be debilitating. President 
Weaver directed Mike Hancock and Allen Mitchels to respond to Caton’s e-mail.  It was 
noted the Board of Directors be included in the response. 
 
REINING CANADA AUDIT 
 
Dan Wall addressed growing concern surrounding NRHA National Association Affiliate 
Reining Canada’s eligibility for NAA status.  Wall presented numerous e-mails from 
different groups and members showing support for Reining Canada and those opposed to 
their NAA status.  Wall stated there had been some misunderstanding regarding NAA 
requirements and explained that NAA’s are not required to be affiliated with the National 
Federation in their country although it is one of the selection criteria looked at during the 
selection process.  He said he felt the criteria was not relevant at this point because no 
other organizations applied for NAA status in Canada last year other than Reining 
Canada.  Wall stated what needed to be examined is whether or not Reining Canada has 
been acting in the best interest of the Canadian members.  Kit Cosper noted the argument 
raised over the allocation of rebates from the NRHA to Reining Canada. 
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Allen Mitchels asked when the relationship between Reining Canada and Equine Canada 
ended.  Wall noted the relationship between Reining Canada and Equine Canada 
terminated December 31, 2008.  Mitchels also questioned Reining Canada’s 
administrative costs. 
 
Further discussion about the entire NAA structure was held.  Allen Mitchels stated the 
need for a task force to immediately address this issue. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
EUROPEAN ROOKIE ELIGIBILITY 
 
European Rookie Eligibility had been brought up at a previous meeting.  After further 
research and evaluation Dan Wall reported back that due to the 2009 Rookie rule change 
that went into effect half way through the European Championship qualifying period, it 
was necessary to grant a one-time exemption to allow qualifiers from both Rookie I and 
Rookie II classes to compete for the Rookie Title Championship. 
 
Kit Cosper moved to approve a one-time exemption for the 2009 European Affiliate 
Championships.  For the 2009 Championships, qualifiers will be accepted from both the 
Rookie I and the Rookie II class to challenge for the Rookie title at the Championships.  
Seconded by Beth Himes.  Motion passed. 
 
BAVARIAN SUMMER SHOW APPROVAL 
 
Dan Wall re-presented a show approval request from the Bavarian Summer Show 
management to hold a show July 8-12, 2009, the same dates as the European Affiliate 
Championships.  The approval had previously been requested and the Executive 
Committee sent it to the International Committee for their input and approval.  The 
International Committee submitted their recommendation back to the Executive 
Committee to approve the show because it is a long standing show and it was submitted 
prior to the European Affiliate Championships (whose dates change every two years).  
Dale Lopp moved to approve the Bavarian Summer Show on July 8-12, 2009.  Seconded 
by Kit Cosper.  Motion passed. 
 
There being no further items to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Katie Wagner, Executive Assistant. 


